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EDITORIAL-

BOND ISSUE VOTE DELAYED
This issue of MAINE FISH AND GAME was
designed, articles written, and illustrations
readied, when we learned that through an error
in wording, the bond issue for the Inland
Fisheries and Game Acquisition Fund would
not be voted upon this November, as we
had expected it would.
We started casting about for new
material to replace some of the articles
scheduled for this issue expressly to
spell out the needs for the bond issue just
ahead of the voting. But discussion
revealed that there is apparently a sizeable segment of the population that is not
familiar with the proposed Acquisition
Fund, and we decided to go ahead so as to
make the material available as early as
possible.
Our intention now is to ask the special
session of the 106th Legislature, convening
in January, to schedule the bond issue
referendum for as early a date as possible,
perhaps in June. As land prices and

inflation in general are still headed upward, the sooner the matter is acted upon,
the better. Next year's dollar will buy
less than this year'~.
We are optimistic regarding public
support of this Acquisition Fund.
The
articles in this issue of MAINE FISH AND
GAME will be reprinted and available for
continuing the public information effort,
and Department speakers will be explaining
the need for the Acquisition Fund whenever
they address clubs and other groups.
During the period between now and the
referendum, the Bureau of Parks and
Recreation has indicated that assistance
will be given in land procurement whenever
possible. Bureau Director Lawrence Stuart
has said that his agency will give high
priority to areas the Bureau and the Fish
and Game Department jointly consider
critical for their needs. We appreciate this
spirit of co-operation.

CORRECTION NOTICE
Early in October, we accidentally sent expiration notices to several hundred subscribers
whose subscriptions had NOT run out. Some have renewed, while others have simply
inquired about the expiration date of their subscriptions.
To check your own date,
look at the last four figures in the top line to the right of your address.
If those
34,
figures end in
your subscription expires with this issue unless you have renewed.
If they do not end in 34 and we sent you an expiration notice,
please ignore the notice
and accept our apologies.
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THE COVERS
Front: The thrill of a find, the admiration of a staunch point, and the
anticipation of a flush, are high poiu,,ts in a bird hunter's experience.
Photo by Tom Carbone.

CREDITS

Inside Back: You're either very lucky or very skillful - or both - if
you ever come eye-to-eye with a beaver in the wild. This one was gathering his winter food supply in a Piscataquis County pond when Photographer Bill Cross took his portrait.

All photographs in this issue were made by the
r rforrnation and Education Division unless otherwise indicated.

Back: The beaver's flowage is an important place in the wildlife world,
and it can be a very beautiful place, too. Photo by Bill Cross.
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AN IMPORTANT JOB HAS BEEN STARTED ...
ROCKY ISLAND in Penobscot
Bay ... a coastal tidal marsh
on Saco Bay . . a bog complex
on the flood plain of the Saco
River ... an abandoned mill pond in
Penobscot County ... a mountain and
abandoned
farmland
in Knox
County-all are wildlife management areas.
By legal definition, a wildlife
management area in Maine is any
tract of land or body of water
owned or leased by the Department of Inland Fisheries and Game
or established by an Act of the
Legislature with the landowner's
permission, for the purpose of producing wild animals and birds and
improving wildlife conditions in
the state. These improvements as
specified by law include the regulation of hunting, fishing, and trapping; control of water levels, and
distribution and abundance of food

A

By Lee E. Perry
Assistant Chief, Game Division

and cover; and creation of refuges
as well as regulation of boating,
camping, and other public use.
Wildlife management areas differ
from game sanctuaries, or preserves, in that hunting, trapping,
and public use can be regulated by
the commissioner of the Inland
Fisheries and Game Department for
the benefit of wildlife on management areas; but sanctuaries, by
definition, prohibit the trapping,
hunting, pursuit, shooting at, or
killing any wild animal or bird.
Sanctuaries are not state property
and may be closed to the public by
the landowner.
The Department presently owns
19 designated wildlife management
areas, totaling more than 23,500
acres; retains flowage rights to 3

A guide to Maine's wildlife
management areas, 23,500
acres of valuable habitat.
areas totaling more than 9,000
acres; leases or holds co-operative
agreements to 28 small marshes;
and owns 25 coastal duck nesting
islands.
Management areas have been
acquired in various ways. Most
have been purchased with Department money, raised through the
sale of hunting licenses, which has
been matched on a 3 to 1 ratio by
federal money raised through a tax
on hunting equipment. Matching
money has also been obtained from
other state agencies, chiefly the
Bureau of Parks and Recreation,
and private conservation groups
such as Citizens Who Care and the
continued on page 5

... AND IT MUST CON11NUE
A four million dollar bond
issue, if approved by Maine
voters, will fund urgently
needed acquisition of more
wildlife "living space."
~~THE WILDLIFE CONSERVATION

movement is an attempt to
prevent
our expanding
population
from destroying
its
own
opportunities
for sport."
These words were written by Aldo
Leopold in his book Game Management, published in 1933. But
they are truer today than when
written by one of America's pioneers in wildlife conservation.
The modern wildlife conservationist recognizes
that wildlife
not only is valuable as a sport but
also that its esthetic values are
2

By Richard B. Parks
Chief, Realty Division

needed for the use and enjoyment
of all citizens.
Among the "welfare
factors"
needed if we are to have any wildlife populations are food, water,
cover, and living space. Without
the last, the first three will be
either useless or non-existent.
What is living space? Simply land!
This "living space" land can be of
many types, depending on the
special requirements of the species
of wildlife we are concerned with from marsh to brushland to dense
spruce-fir forest.
Maine has the same amount of
"living space" or land it has always had, but a change is taking
place. Developments of all kinds-

from all-season-resort
areas and
lakeshore developments to shopping centers to highways and
suburban housing (generally classified
as "urban
sprawl")-are
changing our wildlife habitat to
strictly hum a 1 habitat at an alarming rate. Pressure to change our
rural land has never been greater
in the history of Maine.
Sometimes this pressure takes
the form of people from outside the
state who want a "green acre"
away from the frustrations of urban
life.
Unfortunately,
once
this
"green acre" is obtained, it is often
held to the exclusion of others.
This upheaval has caused land
values to rise abruptly and has
decreased the availability of land
to the citizens of Maine.
continued on page 27
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OR THIS?

Maine
Audubon
Society.
Some
areas have been donated by their
owners. As a last resort, and in cases
of disputed
ownership
and unclaimed land, the Department has
exercised
its right of eminent
domain.
The management
a particular
area receives following acquisition
depends on its location, topography,
wildlife
species
present,
habitat condition, and public demand. On many areas, hunting and
trapping
regulations
are implemented to insure a balance between habitat and wildlife populations. Potential
wetland
areas
with a good water supply and located on a major waterfowl flyway
may, through the use of various
water control devices, be turned
into a highly productive waterfowl
nesting or feeding area. Upland
areas consisting of dense forest
growth may, through the application of knowledge gained through
wildlife research and use of power
equipment,
be returned
to suecessional stages which are more
beneficial
to a desired
species.
Restricting
public use such as
snowmobiling,
motor boating, or
camping on certain areas during
certain
periods
is yet another
form of management
aimed
at
giving wildlife
the upper
hand
during critical times of the year.
Although public use is restricted
on some areas or during certain
seasons, these areas are public
property
and are available
for
many uses such as fishing, berry
picking,
hiking,
snowshoeing,
cross country skiing, photography,
and bird watching.
Some which
offer
unusual
opportunities
for
these and other uses are noted in
the following list of locations and
descriptions of major wildlife management areas. Many of these areas
have been discussed in past magazine articles;
those which have
are followed by a reprint number.
Reprints of these articles are available from the Department's Information and Education Division in
Augusta.
Maine Fish and Game-Fall
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Brownfield Wildlife Management Area
(Reprint No. B-151)
County: Oxford
Towns: Brownfield, Fryeburg, Denmark.
Main access: Approximately
1.5 miles
NE of East Brownfield Village, just off
Rt. 160.
Acreage: Total 2,785 acres, of which
1,541 acres are inland fresh wetlands.
Species management emphasis: waterfowl nesting and feeding area.
Other uses: canoeing, camping area,
public boat launching facility.
Scarborough Wildlife Management Area
(Reprint No. B-215)
Counties: Cumberland, York.
Towns: Scarborough, Saco, Old Orchard
Beach.
Acreage: Total, 1,722 acres, of which
1,637 acres are coastal saline, coastal
fresh, and inland fresh-water marshes.
Species management emphasis: migratory bird wintering, resting, feeding
area.
Other uses: Scarborough Marsh Nature
Center; commercial shell fishery; public
fishing area.
Ruffingham Wildlife Management Area
County: Waldo.
Towns: Montville and Searsmont.
Main access: Route 3, No. Searsmont
Village.
Acreage: Total 610 acres, of which 310
acres are inland fresh wetlands.
Species management emphasis: ·waterfowl nesting area.
Other uses: Public fishing area.
Sandy Point Wildlife Management Area
County: Waldo
Town: Stockton Springs.
Location: North of Sandy Point Village,
off Rt. 1.
Acreage: Total 540 acres, of which 262
acres are inland fresh wetlands.
Species management emphasis: waterfowl nesting area.
Steve Powell Wildlife Management Area
(Reprint No. B-326)
County: Sagadahoc.
Town: Perkins Township
Main Access: Wetlands open to public
hunting via waters of Merrymeeting Bay.
Visits to the refuge portion of Swan
and Little Swan islands are controlled
by permit issued by the Department of
Inland Fish and Game, Augusta office.
Acreage:
Total 1,753 acres including
520 acres of coastal fresh wetland. The
remainder of the area is a refuge containing a mixture of forested land, goose
pasture, and inland fresh wetlands.
Species management emphasis: Canada
goose migration resting and feeding area.
Other uses: historic site, camping area,
wildlife observation.
St. Albans Wildlife Management Area
County: Somerset.
Town: St. Albans.
Location: Southeast quarter of St. Albans.
Acreage: Total 540 acres, of which 170
acres are inland fresh wetlands.
Species management
emphasis: waterfowl nesting area.
Madawaska Wildlife Management Area
County: Somerset.

Town: Palmyra.
Location: Approximately 4 miles north of
Pittsfield Center.
Acreage: Total 295 acres, of which 285
acres are inland fresh wetlands.
Species management emphasis: waterfowl nesting area.
Weskeag
Wildlife
Management
Area
(Unofficial name. To be named and dedicated at a future date.) (Reprint No. B-51)
County: Knox.
Town: South Thomaston.
Location: Approximately 2 miles southwest of Rockland.
Acreage: Total 400 acres (acquisition still
in progress), including 200 acres of
coastal saline wetland.
Species management emphasis: migratory bird feeding and resting area.
Great Works Wildlife Management Area
(Reprint No. B-180)
County: Washington.
Town: Edmunds.
Location: Northwest corner of Edmunds.
Acreage: Total 641 acres, of which 407
acres are inland fresh wetland.
Species management emphasis: waterfowl nesting area.
Other uses: public fishing area.
Lyle Frost Wildlife Management Area
(Reprint No. B-183)
County: Hancock.
Towns: Eastbrook and Franklin.
Location: Southeast of Eastbrook Village.
Acreage: Total 1,818 acres, of which 658
acres are inland fresh wetlands.
Species management emphasis:
waterfowl nesting area.
Jonesboro Wildlife Management
Area
County: Washington
Town: Jonesboro
Location: Approximately 5 miles west of
Machias on Rt. 1A.
Acreage: Total 716 acres, of which 31
acres are inland fresh wetlands.
Species management
emphasis: ruffed
grouse; deer management experimental
area.
Chesterville Wildlife Management Area
(Reprint No. B-219)
County: Franklin.
Town: Chesterville.
Location: South of Chesterville Village.
Acreage: Total 468 acres, of which 266
acres are inland fresh wetlands.
Species management emphasis:
waterfowl nesting area.
Mercer Bog Wildlife Management Area
County: Somerset.
Town: Mercer.
Location: Approximately 8 miles east of
Norridgewock.
Acreage: Total 317 acres, all of which is
inland fresh wetlands.
Species -management emphasis: waterfowl nesting area.
Fahi Pond Wildlife Management Area
County: Somerset.
Town: Embden.
Location: Approximately 4 miles south of
North Anson.
Acreage: Total 281 acres, of which 262
acres are inland fresh wetlands.
Species management emphasis: waterfowl nesting area.

5

Pond Farm
Wildlife
Management
Area
(Reprint No. B-254)
County: Penobscot.
Towns: Howland and Maxfield.
Location: Northwest quarter of Howland.
Acreage:
Total 1,232 acres, all of which
is inland fresh wetland.
Species
management
emphasis:
waterfowl nesting area.
Lt. Gordon Manuel Wildlife Management

Area (Reprint No. B-201)
County: Aroostook
Town: Hodgdon
Location: South of Hodgdon Village.
Acreage: Total 472, of which 217 acres
are inland fresh wetland.
Species management emphasis: waterfowl nesting area; upland game management.
Other uses: boat launching, swimming,
picnicking.
Howard L. Mendall Wildlife Management
Area (Reprint No. B-318)
County: Waldo
Town: Frankfort.
Location: South of Frankfort Village on
Rt. lA.
Acreage: total 242 acres (acquisition still
in progress), of which 212 acres are
coastal fresh and salt wetlands.
Species management emphasis: migratory bird resting and feeding area.
Newfield Wildlife Management
Area
County: York.
Town: Newfield.
Location: 2 miles west of Newfield on
Rt. 11.
Acreage: Total 2,247 acres. of which 116
acres are inland fresh wetland.

Coastal islands, valuable for eider and
sea bird nesting, have been added
to the Department's acquisition effort.

6

Species management emphasis: upland
game and furbearers; waterfowl nesting.
Frye Mountain Wildlife Management Area
(Reprint No. B-143)
Counties: Knox, Waldo
Towns: Montville, Morrill.
Location: Off Rt. 220.
Acreage: Total 5,111 acres.
Species management emphasis: upland
game and furbearers.

of critical importance
A
to wildlife often are in high
demand for some human uses inREAS

compatible with wildlife management. Our most recent acquisition
projects, therefore, have been
directed toward obtaining
and
preserving these areas for wildlife. Coastal sea bird and eider
nesting islands- since they are a
fragile and unique wildlife habitat
but also represent highly desirable
human habitat-have been added
to the acquisition program. Presently the following islands are owned
by the Department: Little Green
(Vinalhaven); Grass Ledge; Pheobe
Island; Spirit Ledge; Green Ledge;
Buck Island; Thrumcap
Island;
Little Eaton (Button) Island; Spoon
Ledge; Sloop Island Ledge; Sparrow Island; The Cow Pen; Little
Burnt Island; Eastern Duck Rocks;
Old Hump Ledge; Shark Island;
Goose Island; Robinson's Rock;
Garden
Island;
Barred
Island;
Green Island (Petit Manan); Inner

Green Island (Casco Bay); Outer
Green Island (Casco Bay); Carver's
Island; West Brown Cow (Casco
Bay).
Pennamaquan, Orange River, and
Pocomoonshine
wildlife management areas in Washington County
are not owned by the Department
but were created as a result of
flowage agreements, with dams
constructed or repaired by the
Department.
Leases and co-operative agreements are held on various small
marsh sites throughout the state.
During the late 1950's, these small
marshes were created on private
land to provide waterfowl nesting
habitat. Many of the leases on these
areas have expired, and this program has been replaced by a beaver
marsh management project.
ABITAT is the key to maintaining and insuring continued
wildlife production for use by both
the sportsman and the general public
in Maine. Acquisition of wildlife
habitat by the Department has insured that wildlife will remain a
part of the Maine environment.
Unfortunately, these areas are not
large enough or numerous enough
to insure the best management for
all species; more areas and additional funding are necessary.
•
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The
individual
camp
owner may regard his
development
activities
as small and insignifican t , htu many ".minor "
changes of fish and
wildlife habitat can add
up to major problems.

By Owen C. Fenderson
Fishery Resources Planner

and
Frederick B. Hurley, Jr.
Wildlife Resources Planner

HAT DO LAKES, people, bears, and apple trees
have in common? More correctly, how are
lakes and people like apples and bears? The
answer is simple: People flock to lakes for various
reasons much as bears seek out old apple trees in the
fall to gorge on the fruit.
The analogy continues: Bears can be content to eat
only the fallen apples and not do the tree a bit of harm.
Or, as sometimes happens, they can get greedy and
climb up into the tree to get at apples that are still
hanging, often breaking limbs and sometimes ruining
the tree. In much the same manner, people can use and
enjoy a lake wisely, year after year. Or, if they choose
to forsake tomorrow for what brings the most pleasure
today, they can be like greedy bears.
Increasing public use of Maine lakes for seasonal and
year-round living and for a variety of recreational pursuits makes it imperative that guidelines be established
for the regulation of development and uses. In lieu of
this, we can leave our lakes vulnerable to the "greedy
bears," who in some cases have already proved their
ability to ruin what they love.
Knowledge of the basic life requirements of fish and
water-associated wildlife can help in the formation of
guidelines for the protection of lakes. This is so because the life requirements are basically the same for
all living things associated with the aquatic environment - including man - and it can be said that what is
good for fish and wildlife is good for the lake in general.
Fish and wildlife management principles, if applied
wisely, can enhance today's enjoyment of a lake and at
the same time insure that future generations will have
a lake that can be enjoyed. The purpose of this article
is to review some basic facts about Maine lakes and
their shorelands and to suggest some guidelines for
their proper use and development.

W
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For the purposes of fisheries management, it is convenient to classify Maine lakes into two general categories, based primarily on depth and water chemistry
characteristics, as either "cold-water" lakes or "warmwater" lakes.
Cold-water lakes have deep basins with large volumes
of clear, cold water during summer months. Few plants
grow in them, and they generally contain plenty of
oxygen at all depths throughout the year. Typically,
these lakes "stratify" into three temperature zones
during the summer: a top layer of warm water constantly mixed by wind and wave action, a middle zone
of rapidly decreasing temperature, and a bottom zone
of uniformly cold water. The bottom zone receives its
supply of life-sustaining oxygen during the spring and
autumn "overturns" when the wind and seasonal
changes in air temperatures break down the water
temperature zones and the water is mixed from top to
bottom.
Warm-water lakes are generally 50 feet or less in
depth, and the summer cold-water zone basin is either
absent or so low in oxygen (because of decay of plant
and animal material) that it will not support fish life.
During the summer, top-to-bottom water temperatures
usually show little variation compared to deeper lakes
that stratify. Because of their warm water and extensive shallow areas exposed to sunlight, they tend
to have more plant growth and organic nutrients than
cold-water lakes.
Game fish may be classified on the basis of the type
of lake or stream environment for which they are best
suited.
Cold-water fishes - our game fishes best adapted to
cold-water lakes - include brook trout, lake trout
(togue ), landlocked salmon, rainbow trout, brown
trout, lake whitefish, and cusk (burbot). The smelt,
7

prized both as a game fish and as a principal forage
fish for trout and salmon, also thrives best in the coldwater environment. Two lesser known game fishes that
are unique to Maine but have limited distribution, the
Sunapee and blueback trout, also require cold water
during summer months.
Certain shallow areas of cold-water lakes are particularly important as spawning and nursery areas for
species such as the lake trout, which require clean,
rocky, wind-swept shoals on which to lay their eggs.
On the other hand, the landlocked salmon requires
unhindered passage to fast-flowing, gravel-bottomed
lake tributaries or outlets in which to complete their
life cycle. Some species like the brook trout may spawn
in either the lake or its tributaries; but in either case,
the basic requirements are the same: well-oxygenated
water and a clean, gravel substrate.
Warm-water fishes prefer shallow lakes that are rich
(but not too rich) in plant life, and they can tolerate
higher temperatures for longer periods than coldwater fishes. Our principal warm-water game fishes
include smallmouth and largemouth bass, white perch,
pickerel, and hornpout (bullhead). Other warm-water
species less favored by native fishermen are the yellow
perch and sunfishes.
Warm-water fishes lay their eggs in shallow water
near shore during the spring or early summer; and it is,
therefore, necessary for water levels to be kept up
during the breeding season so that the eggs and young
will survive.
Not. all lakes conform strictly to one or the other of
the two categories discussed; some show a "blending"
of the deep-clear, cold-water type and the shallow, richplant-life, warm-water type of lake. Even "blended"
lakes, however, seem to be more suitable for one fish
type or another, and it is usually unwise for man to
tamper with such situations.
Some larger, deep lakes do not conform strictly to our
classifications in that they have adequate amounts of
habitat for supporting both cold-water and warm-water
game fishes. Sebago Lake is a good example. Lakes
like Sebago are particularly valuable because they
provide a "two-story" fishery and a diversified recreational opportunity.
IGH ON THE PRIORITY LIST for fisheries management
is the preservation of habitat. Maine has an abundance of high quality fish and wildlife habitat, but
there is growing concern that this high quality is in
jeopardy from environmental abuses resulting from uncontrolled development of shorelands. Fisheries programs have already had to be abandoned or curtailed on
some waters suffering from pollution. Building, bull-

H

Waterfowl - here so small they are just dots in the sky depend on a clean and productive aquatic environment.
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dozing, filling, dredging, clearing, and other activities
of man are slowly eradicating natural habitat.
Less tangible than the problem of habitat destruction,
but of increasing concern to sportsmen, is the loss of
wilderness qualities that are as much a part of the
outdoor experience as the act of catching a fish. Although these problems are few in relation to the total
resources available, there is danger that such losses
will multiply with ever increasing pressures to develop
more and more lakes.
Fish are good indicators of pollution that causes a
deterioration in water quality, for they are among the
first aquatic animals to be killed by oxygen depletion,
and they are highly sensitive to toxic chemicals such
as pesticides. Indeed, the first definite sign that a lake
is in trouble may be a sudden fish kill littering the lake
shore, a progressive decline in fishing success, or a
failure in a fish stocking program. Our cold-water
lakes are especially vulnerable to contamination by
organic wastes because nutrients cause build-up of
algae which decay and consume oxygen in the coldwater layer trapped at the bottom of the lake. The depletion in oxygen, in turn, makes the lake uninhabitable
for trout and salmon. In time, acceleration of the lake
aging process by organic pollution may degrade shallow
areas as well, making the lake unsuitable habitat for
all fishes.
Contamination from the seepage of septic tanks and
other outmoded waste disposal units is believed to be
a major cause of water quality deterioration in a grow-

ing number of Maine lakes. Soil surveys have shown
that many of our lake shores have soils poorly suited
for direct underground disposal of domestic waste;
this indicates that we must find other methods for
disposal of domestic waste if our lakes are to remain
pure and useable for recreation. Fortunately, there are
other methods available - such as home treatment
plants, holding tanks, and properly designed and maintained outhouses - which may offer reasonable alternatives for the protection of lake water quality.
Camp owners should be encouraged to seek out
technical advice and assistance in choosing the proper
waste disposal method that will satisfy the standards
of the State Plumbing Code and other environmental
laws. This assistance can be obtained from several
sources: municipal planning boards, state plumbing
inspectors, Department of Health and Welfare, Department of Environmental Protection, or the Land Use
Regulation Commission in unorganized towns.
Soil erosion caused by poor agricultural and forestry
practices, or alteration of shorelands for recreational
purposes, may greatly speed up the natural filling of
a lake basin with sediment and may smother spawning
areas and habitat essential for the production of fish
food organisms. Heavy metals from mining and industrial operations can poison fish or inhibit their
growth and reproduction. Heated waste water entering a lake or its tributaries may produce small but
critical changes in water temperature that will upset
delicate life cycles.
The use of pesticides and other chemicals in or near
waterways should be prevented. Well documented fish
kills in several areas of Maine have shown that the
indiscriminate use of pesticides, herbicides, and
fungicides can pose a serious threat to fish populations. Persistent pesticides, such as DDT, are widespread in the environment; and many substitute chemicals, though designed to be less persistent, have proven to be just as lethal.
the natural beauty and physical
integrity of shorelands and aquatic habitat associated with the shoreline should also be of high priority.
Clearing of trees and ground cover disrupts the natural setting as viewed from the water, and it contributes
to instability and erosion of the shoreline.
A state law, administered by the Department of
Environmental Protection and known as the Great
Ponds Act, restricts the construction of causeways,
marinas, wharves and permanent structures; deposits
of fill; and dredging, in natural ponds over 10 acres.
Anyone planning to alter a lake shore should first determine what is permissible under this law before going
ahead.
The shallow water around lake shores, technically
known as the littoral zone, is the area of a lake where
much of the aquatic life is produced. This zone is the
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spawning, nursery, and feeding area for many fishes
and the home of insects and other food organisms.
Man may unknowingly destroy or reduce the productivity of this life zone by encroachment of his activities.
It is, for example, a common desire of camp owners to
build private beaches, since many lakes do not have
natural areas convenient for wading and swimming. The
sand beach, however, is much like the barren area of
a desert, and clearing of the littoral zone can create
a virtual wasteland for aquatic life.
Wharves, docks, retaining walls, and marinas may
contribute to "visual pollution," cause changes in
water currents and water quality, destroy spawning
and nursery areas, and create erosion.

Alterations of shorelines for building beaches, bridges,
causeways, etc , may not be made
without a permit from the Department of Environmental Protection

The individual camp owner may regard his development activities as small and insignificant, but many
"minor" changes of fish and wildlife habitat can add
up to major problems. The sensible approach would
seem to be to avoid a proliferation of beaches, access
points, landings, and structures in favor of single
facilities that may be shared. Set-backs of structures
and preservation of a "green belt" will enhance esthetic
qualities of the shoreline and man's enjoyment of the
natural landscape of the lake environment.
Because all of our major game fishes spawn in the
shallows of lakes or tributaries or outlets, it is essential
to maintain adequate water levels and optimum flows
where there are man-made dams. Drastic draw-downs
that will expose the "shelf" out from the lake shore
or the bed of a tributary stream below the normal low
water mark should be avoided. Unavoidable summer
drawdowns should generally be completed by midSeptember to protect fall-spawning trout and salmon,
continued on page 22
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O HELP ASSURE that the future
needs of Maine's wildlife
species are met, the Department of Inland Fisheries and Game
is actively engaged in a long-range
planning project. One aspect of
this work concerns the non-game
birds, commonly
called "song
birds."
In order to make reasonable decisions about the future management of any species or group of
related species, there is a lot we
need tu know. In the case of song
birds, much of the needed information was very limited, such as
the level of human interest in them
and the amount of use made of
them in the form of observation and
photography. In obtaining
this
information, we have learned some
interesting things.
A postal survey yielded much of
the basic information on use of
non-game birds. A survey card was
distributed in April 1973 to Audubon groups, nature clubs, and
other related organizations throughout the state. They were requested
to ask their members to fill out
the card and return it to us, postage
free. Among the questions asked
was one concerning the amount of
bird seed the respondent used
during 1972 to feed wild birds.
Answers to this proved to be most
interesting as you will see.
We also used a "back-door"
approach to measure interest and
use of the non-game resource by
determining the amount of wild
bird seed sold in Maine during
1972. As it would have been all
but impossible to contact individual store owners, we decided to
poll the distributors of bird seed.
One of the Game Division secretaries
began
contacting
feed,
food, hardware, and chain discount stores and back-tracking to
their distributors to find the largest state-wide suppliers. In some
cases, regional or national distributors were also contacted. An effort was made to determine that the
distributor did not sell to another
distributor already contacted, thus

T
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avoiding duplicate tallies.
The sales total we compiled
was just for identifiable wild
bird seed such as mixed seed, sunflower seed, and thistle seed; it
does not include a great amount
of cracked corn which is also fed
to birds. The sales of this item could
not be used because we have no
way of knowing how much of the
total amount of cracked corn sold
is used to feed wild birds. Considering we may have overlooked
some distributors and that cracked
corn and ·some other food items
were not tallied, it would seem
quite reasonable to expect our
final total to be a minimum figure
for wild bird food sales.
Fourteen distributors provided
information about their sales of
wild bird seed in 1972. These firms
were very helpful after we explained why we needed this information. Indeed, many went out
of their way to be helpful. The
following table shows the bird seed
sales during 1972 by these 14
distributors.
Distributor

Pounds Sold
595,000
220,000
2,026,000
655,000

A

B

c
D
E
F
G
H
I

222.244

10.000
1.000.000 +
165.490
10.331

r

202.760

K
L

60.000
390.000
33 l.l 95
50.000

M

N
TOTAL

5.0-W.000

The nearly six million pounds
sold is quite a surprising total,
and we must remember that it is
a minimum figure. A better perspective of this amount of bird
seed can be gained if one considers that a trailer truck can hold
approximately 20 tons of bird seed,
and a railroad car 30 tons. It would
take 150 truckloads or 100 boxcars
to haul this seed into Maine. One
hundred boxcars would represent
a single train almost one mile
long - just filled with bird seed!
LTHOUGH

the figure of six mil-

lion pounds indicates quite a
A
bit of interest in birds, it really
did not tell us how many people
were actively involved in feeding
them. This we determined from the
postal survey results.
In addition to the organizations
that distributed the survey cards,
newspaper and magazine articles
on our work prompted other persons interested in participating to
write in for a survey card. We are
still receiving requests, in fact,
although late forms are not expected to change the average
figures. As of August 15, we had
644 useable responses to the survey.
On an average, respondents fed
124 1 2 pounds of seed to birds
during 1972. If this figure is divided
into the six million pound total.
we have a good idea of how many
people in Maine feed birds: about
48,000.

Again, this estimate is a very
conservative figure. First. wo know
Maine Fish and Game -Fall 1973

that the seed sales figures are a
minimum. Second, we know the
average pounds used per person is
quite high because
the survey
sampled mainly people with an
above average interest
in birds
who probably fed more seed than
the average person does. This is
supported by some marketing data
supplied by one of the major seed
distributors;
our average is about
double the average they found in

PERSONAL

one million persons, or an average
of 3.26 people per household. If
our
survey indicates
100,000
households feeding birds (it is
doubtful that more than one survey card would be returned from
any one household), an extension
of this reasoning would suggest
that well over 300,000 people may
actually be exposed to this activity. How many of these people enjoy and are interested in the birds

ORDER

artificial one created by sampling
biases and the large errors possible
when using the assumptions used
to make the above calculations. At
any rate, it is undeniable that
there are many people in Maine
who feed wild birds and hence
have more than just a passing interest in our birds and other nongame wildlife. These species are a
part of Maine's wildlife resources
for which the Department of Inl Game is respon-
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47. Gray duck-like water bird with white
bill.
50. Logs.
52. Straight, slender, feathered shaft.
54. Canine association. (abbrev.)
55. To cry, as a cat.

smaller.
28. To carry a sidearm.
30. The Hawkeye State (abbrev.).
32. Large brown bear off Alaskan coast.
33. Stakes driven in ground to secure a tent.
36. Central peninsula of southern Asia.
©Doug Jackson 1973
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that the seed sales figures are a
minimum. Second, we know the
average pounds used per person is
quite high because
the survey
sampled mainly people with an
above average interest
in birds
who probably fed more seed than
the average person does. This is
supported by some marketing data
supplied by one of the major seed
distributors;
our average is about
double the average they found in
many parts of the country. This
would indicate that we may have
at least double the number
of
people that our estimate indicates,
or about 100,000 people in the state
who feed birds during the course
of a year.
The 1970 Maine Census found
304,881 households
in the state
and a total population
of nearly

one million persons, or an average
of 3.26 people per household.
If

our survey indicates
100,000
households feeding birds (it is
doubtful that more than one survey card would be returned from
any one household), an extension
of this reasoning would suggest
that well over 300,000 people may
actually be exposed to this activity. How many of these people enjoy and are interested in the birds
is not known, but it is probably
high.
Our information indicates that
about 30 per cent of the households feed birds. The U.S. average
is about 20 per cent according to
the marketing survey mentioned
earlier. The difference between the
Maine participation rate and the
national average may be real or an

ecologogriphs
ACROSS
1. The left side of a boat.
5. Wood of this deciduous tree is excellent campfire wood.
8. Leaves of this tree family are
toothed, with large showy flowers.
11. To the sheltered side of a vessel.
12. "Turbulent stream of water.
15. Aromatic wood. A fair campfire wood.
17'. A sea eagle.
18. Symbol for gold.
19. Canadian rainbow trout.
21. Recedes, as the tide.
23. Symbol for calcium.
24. An animal having two feet.
26. Anti-aircraft fire: aak(also ack-ack).
27. Cold-blooded, air-breathing vertebrate.
29. Helps.
31. Dark, partly fermented tea.
32. Bolt-action, repeating rifle.
34. Animal fat, excellent winter bird food.
35. Large, tawny, carnivorous cat.
37. Female sheep.
39. Steamship (abbrev.).
40. Large, oxlike African antelope.
42. A sand desert (ecol.).
44. Maize:
corn.
46. In proportion; equally.
47. Gray duck-like water bird with white
bill.
50. Logs.
52. Straight, slender, feathered shaft.
54. Canine association. (abbrev.)
55. To cry, as a cat.

artificial one created by sampling
biases and the large errors possible
when using the assumptions used
to make the above calculations. At
any rate, it is undeniable that
there are many people in Maine
who feed wild birds and hence
have more than just a passing interest in our birds and other nongame wildlife. These species are a
part of Maine's wildlife resources
for which the Department of Inland Fisheries and Game is responsible.
Our study would seem to indicate
that we are justified in including
non-game wildlife in our long range
planning project which, we hope,
will assure that there are adequate
populations of all wild species for
future generations to enjoy.
•

test your outdoor knowledge
57. Refers to standing water series; lakes,
ponds, etc ..
58. Black-tailed, long-eared deer.

DOWN
1. Band of wolves or dogs that hunt
together.
2. Designating the olive family of shrubs
and trees.
3. The swamp maple.
4. Small, quick, short-necked duck.
6. Vast plain devoid of forest.
7. Large, solid-hoofed quadruped.
8. Woody plant. Important source of
oxygen.
9. Snakelike fish with voltage. (abbrev.).
10. Any member of fresh-water perch like
fishes of Africa.
13. Registered Nurse.
14. Long tooth of the walrus, boar, etc ..
16 Slaty backed, red-breasted th rush.
20. Gland at rump of birds for dressing
plumage.
22. Fearless, white striped mammal; strong
digger; den dweller.
25. To repair with interlacing stitches.
27. Goose similar to Snow, but much
smaller.
28. To carry a sidearm.
30. The Hawkeye State (abbrev.).
32. Large brown bear off Alaskan coast.
33. Stakes driven in ground to secure a tent.
36. Central peninsula of southern Asia.

38. Mostly nocturnal, small headed, long
necked mammal.
41. Island at mouth of Hudson River.
(abbrev.)
42. Any of a species of birds of the cuckoo
family.
43. Unlike an antler, this bonelike growth
is not shed annually.
45. A curve.
47. State in which we find Death Valley.
(abbrev.)
48. Rock containing metal.
49. A toddler.
51. Ostrichlike bird.
53. Islands that separate the North Atlantic
from Caribbean. (abbrev.)
56. Opposite compass points.

ANSWER ON PAGE 25
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Legislation
Roundup

a summary
of major
fish and game
law changes
enacted in
1973

By Bill Mincher

T

HE 106th Maine Legislature
made a number of changes in
laws of interest to sportsmen. The
following summary is intended to
point out major changes and to
indicate where in the statutes a
fuller explanation may be found.
It is merely an advisory interpratalion and should not be construed
as law.
Unless otherwise indicated, all
measures are now in effect.

by the
106th
Legislature

CH. 99 P.L.: Makes it unlawful to
hunt from any paved public way in
Maine.
CH. 562 P.L.: The fish and game
commissioner is authorized to establish trapping regulations.
CH. 562 P.L.: Persons claiming
bobcat bounties no longer will
have to send the cat's tail to the
Department office in Augusta. The
warden or supervisor to whom the
cat is shown shall destroy the tail.
FISHING

HUNTING AND TRAPPING
CH. 30 P.L.: "Any person while
hunting with firearms during the
open firearm season on deer, except when hunting waterfowl from
a boat or blind, or in conjunction
with waterfowl decoys, shall wear
an article of fluorescent orange
clothing which is in good and
serviceable condition and which
shall be visible from all sides."
CH. 257 P.L.: Bear season opens
May 1, closes the Saturday after
Thanksgiving. Using dogs in bear
hunting is prohibited during May
and during the regular firearms
season on deer.
CH. 181 P.L.: No person or persons
hunting together may use more than
10 dogs at one time in bear hunting.
CH. 208 P.L.: Sets outside dates for
the annual deer season: from the
5th Monday before Thanksgiving
to the Saturday following Thanksgivmg. (Within this framework,
the fish and game commissioner is
authorized to set the season annually for any part of the state; it
must be done and announced before Sept. l each year.)
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CH. 13 P.L.: Allows the removal
of heads and/ or tails from trout,
salmon, togue, or black bass if the
dressed length is equal to or greater than the legal length.
CH. 297 P.L.: Requires an Atlantic
salmon stamp in addition to fishing
license when angling for Atlantic
salmon in internal waters of Maine
(i.e., above tidewater). Applies to
residents and nonresidents 16 and
older; fee, $1 for resident, $15 for
nonresident. (Effective 1 January
1974.) (Revenue goes to Atlantic
Salmon Commission for its restoration program.)
LICENSES
CH. 276 P.L.: Raises two nonresident license fees: small game license goes from $20.50 to $22.50
and big game (including deer and
bear) from $42.50 to $46.50.
CH. 69 P.L.: Provides complimentary hunting licenses for Maine
residents 70 and older who apply
for them.
CH. 562 P.L.: The cost of a resident deer transportation tag to
take a deer carcass out of state
is raised from $25.25 to $40.50.

CH. 562 P.L.: In the event of revocation of license for one or more
years, the revocation becomes
effective on January 1 of the year
following final disposition of the
case.
CH. 562 P.L.: Junior resident hunting licenses will be valid for the
entire calendar year in which the
applicant becomes 16.
CH. 562 P.L.: Effective Jan. 1,
1974, Maine residents 70 and older,
who apply, may have a complimentary license to hunt or fish, or
a combination license. The licenses
will be valid for three years. Concerning the hunting license, the
applicant must present certified
evidenc of at least 20/60 vision,
with or without correction, in one
eye.
CH. 562 P.L.: Applicants for resident licenses are made responsible
to submit proof of residency if the
license agent requires it.
CH. 26 P.L.: Provides that for conviction ·for not having a license
issued under the fish and game
laws, the penalty shall be· a fine
of not less than $20 plus the cost
of the license fee in question.
CH. 16 P.L.: Provides that no one
16 or older may hunt or possess
pheasants without having with him
a pheasant stamp ($1) validated by
his inked signature on its face.
(Effective for 1973 and 1974 only.)
CH. 92 P.L.: Provides for free licenses for hunting, trapping, and
fishing to any Indian 10 years or
older of the Passamaquoddy, Penobscot,
Maliseet,
or Micmac
tribes; a certification from the
commissioner
of Indian affairs
establishing tribal membership is
required.
CH. 66 P.L.: Repeals the poll tax.
Proof of payment is no longer required for the issuance of licenses
by the Fish and Game Dept.
GUIDES
CH. 209 P.L.: .Kesident licensed
guides may obtain a yearly permit
for outdoor fires upon application
to the forest commissioner. Forest
rangers must be notified of where
such guides are guiding their
parties.
WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS
AND SANCTUARIES
CH. 134 P.L.: Establishes Carver's
Maine Fish and Game-Fall 1973

Pond Waterfowl
Sanctuary,
Vinalhaven.
CH. 77 P.L.: Establishes Rangeley
Plantation Sanctuary.
CH. 51 P.L.: Establishes Lowell E.
Barnes
Wildlife
Management
Area, at Hiram.

BOATING
CH. 15 P.L.: Authorizes the Bureau of Watercraft Registration and
Safety to set watercraft motor
horsepower regulations on all
internal waters of the state.
CH. 282 P.L.: "Log rafts carrying
not more than 2 persons, and used
on ponds or lakes on internal
waters of less than 50 acres in area,
are exempt from carrying personal
flotation
devices."
(Effective
January 1, 1974.)
CH. 17 P.L.: Revises the Maine
boat law to conform to federal law.
(Effective January 1, 197 4.) (See
article in this winter's issue of
Maine Fish and Game.)
SNOWMOBILING
(See snowmobiling
article elsewhere in this issue for important
law changes.)
OTHER
CH. 17 RESOLVES: Names the
seaplane base on Maranacook Lake
in memory of Richard E. Varney,
Department warden pilot who lost
his life in a helicopter accident
at the base in 1972.
CH. 45 P.L.: The so called "leash
law" provides that no dog may be
kept in Maine unless properly licensed; dogs may not run at large
except when used for hunting ("at
large" means off the . premises of
the owner or keeper and not under
control of any person by means of
personal presence and attention
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as will reasonably control the
conduct of the dog). Conviction of
violation shall mean a fine of $25$100. Dogs in violation shall be
seized and handled as strays and
abandoned dogs.
CH. 188 P.L.: No person may keep
in captivity any wild animal for
any purpose except in conformity
with statutes regarding menageries
(Title 12, section 1904), fish culture
and scientific research (Title 12,
section 2106 ), and proper importation of animals (Title 7, section
1809)-unless the animal was purchased originally from a dealer,
petshop, or licensed roadside
menagerie. Any wild animal captured in its natural habitat must
be certified disease-free by a licensed veterinarian, by the agriculture commissioner, or the fish
and game commissioner.
CH. 562 P.L.: It is no longer lawful
to take or kill deer or other protected wildlife damaging clover,
grain fields, and blueberry lands,
except in the case of bear doing
damage to blue berry land.
CH. 89 P.L.: Relates to field trials
for sporting dogs (changes Title
7, section 3553, which formerly
pertained only to coon dogs and
retrieving dogs). This is too long
to quote; copies are available upon
request.
CH. 118 P.&S. Law: Provides for a
public referendum on the creation
of the Maine Inland Fisheries and
Game Acquisition Fund and the
issuance of not more than $4
million in bonds for its financing. (Further details elsewhere in
this issue.)
CH. 530 P.L.: Provides that anyone
on foot "may engage in any activity
on the great ponds not inconsistent
with any other law or regulation of

the State or its political subdivisions." No one on foot shall be
denied access over unimproved
land to a great pond (over 10
acres) except to a public water
supply great pond.
CH. 71 P.L.: Refusing to stop upon
signal from any uniformed officer
empowered to enforce fish and
game laws shall be punished by a
fine of not less than $100 or more
than $400 or by 90 days imprisonment, or both.
CH. 259 P.L.: Requires written permission
from
Passamaquoddy
Indian authorities to hunt, fish, or
trap on any reservation lands of the
tribe (does not apply to members
of that tribe).
CH. 244 P.L.: Requires permission
of landowners for any person except Penobscot Indians to hunt or
trap on Penobscot Indian lands.
CH. 240 P.L.: Allows the practice
of falconry in Maine by use of
raptors (defined as buteos, accipiters, falcons, and owls). Too long
to present in entirety, the measure
provides that no more than two raptors may be possessed or used for
hunting by any one person; that the
fish and game commissioner may
establish regulations for falconry
and issue licenses ($10); that persons engaged in falconry shall be
subject to all rules and regulations
pertaining to seasons and bag
limits of upland game birds and
forbearing animals and shall hold
a valid hunting license while hunting.
•
Fisheries & Wildlife Committee,
106th
Legislature. Seated, L-R: Rep. R. P. Kelley;
H. K. Parks; Sen. L. E. Graffam; Sen. F. W
Anderson, Chairman; Rep. H. P. Goode,
House chairman; Sen. D. F. Aldrich. Standing: Mrs. Leone A Marble, clerk; Reps.
K. A Mills, V. A Walker, E. L. Churchill,
V. E. Morin, W W Cameron. Absent was
Rep. C. G. Dow.
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By Lorenzo Gaudreau.

Director
Safety and Snowmobile Registration

enormous social and economic impact in Maine, but it has also
created many controversial problems for users and non-users alike.
The snowmobile has changed the
patterns of winter recreation, and
it will take effective planning to
adjust for these changes. A fair
evaluation
of potential environmental impact must be made, and
uncertainty is making this an extremely difficult task for legislators
and
resource
agencies
charged with regulating snowmobiles. Other problems have concerned the safety of users, the
operation on private
property
without permission, and the noise
factor.
Last season, the Fish and Game
Department produced a snowmobile
safety slide series and safety handbooklets. The slide series was
shown to approximately
45,000
students statewide by three parttime snowmobile safety instructors.
The program was also shown to
numerous snowmobile clubs and
other adult groups.
14

This was a good start, but we see
the need to expand to a snowmobile
safety training program similar to
the highly successful hunter safety
training program. We are now
working to develop such a program,
and have hired four part-time regional snowmobile safety co-ordinators. They will be working closely
with snowmobile clubs, as well as
other groups, to recruit volunteer
instructors and sponsors for this
training program.
HE 106th Legislature passed a
measure which altered many of
the existing statutes pertaining to
snowmobiling in Maine. Following

T

is a summary of these alterations:
•The method of distribution of
nonresident license fee monies has
been altered to allocate half to the
Fish and Game Department and half
to the Bureau of Parks and Recreation.
•The areas in which the Bureau
of Parks and Recreation can spend
its portion of this money have been
greatly expanded. Monies can now
be spent on trail acquisition (ineluding easements, lease agreements, etc.), planning, construction, development and maintenance
of trails, and research. This latter
area will enable the Bureau to
gather more scientific information
concerning the true effects of snowmobiles on ecology, wildlife, vegetation, and culture.
•The Bureau of Parks and Recreation may further make grants-inaid to towns, counties, educational
institutions,
regional
planning

trail facilities on terms determined by the Bureau.
•It is now necessary to register a
snowmobile when operating anywhere other than on land abutting
a person's permanent residence.
-'I'he new law provides for a $2.00
per plate fee for replacement of
lost or stolen dealer plates.
•A provision has now been made in
the law for an owner's agent or
employee to forbid the operation
Maine Fish and Game-Fall 1973

of a snowmobile on a plowed private road, either personally or by
an appropriate notice posted conspicuously on the road. There was
some problem previously because
the law required the owner to
perform this action personally.
•There has been much confusion
and concern about crossing bridges
and culverts and the safest way to
do so. This change in the law attempts to clarify this by spelling
out how to undertake such a crossing. To do this legally, the operator must bring the snowmobile
to a complete stop before entering
said way, and he must yield the
right-of-way to all vehicular traffic.
The snowmobile
must also be
operated on the extreme right of the
traveled portion.
•It is still necessary to get onto
the bridge, culvert, overpass or

s

adult, except on land which is
owned or leased by the parent or
guardian. It can be assumed from
this that an adult does not have to
be on the snowmobile with the child.
•The new law provides for a reduction in the noise output of snowmobiles. It is unlawful to sell or
operate any snowmobile manufactured after October 1, 1973, that
emits more than 82 decibels of
noise, and after February 1, 1975,
more than 78 decibels. This applies
only to those manufactured after
the above dates; it does not prevent
the operation of snowmobiles manufactured before these dates. However, there is another provision in
the law which makes it illegal to
modify any snowmobile, regardless
of date of manufacture, so as to
increase the noise level above that
at which it was originally constructed. This does not prevent the
operation of a modified machine

which you own or are permitted to
use. It also permits the operation
on public ways, if done in accordance with subsection 2 of
section 1977, when they are unplowed and unused by conventional
motor vehicles.
•There has been some confusion as
to what, in fact, constituted a
dwelling. Thus, a new section was
added, defining dwelling as any
building used as a permanent residence.
='I'here is a section which places
some additional responsibility on
the owner of the snowmobile. The
owner of the machine is liable if
he knowingly permits it to be used
in violation of the law.
•The section dealing with reciprocity with other states has been
amended so that any person from
states or provinces other than New
Hampshire, Vermont, New Brunswick, or Quebec must register in
Maine if they wish to operate here.
This does not mean that reciprocity

at pre-arranged racing meets, if
the sponsor has obtained a permit
from the Fish and Game Department.
•The new law will also make it
unlawful to operate a snowmobile
within 200 feet of a dwelling,
hospital, church, nursing home, or
convalescent home unless operating on the frozen surface of any
body of water or operating on land

with those mentioned is automatic,
but rather that a like privilege is
granted to Maine residents.
•TheP@ has been a significant
change in the reporting of accidents. During the past few years,
only those accidents which required overnight hospitalization or
resulted in $100.00 property damage needed to be reported. As the

cen6

underpass by legal methods, which
means that you must be able to
gain access to these without
traveling in the road to do so. The
Commissioner
of Transportation
may, following a public hearing,
prohibit crossing
of individual
bridges, culverts, overpasses, or
underpasses if he determines such
crossings are hazardous.
=Another change makes it unlawful
for anyone to permit a child under
10 years of age to operate a snowmobile unless accompanied by an
Maine Fish and Game-Fall 1973

continued on page 23
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VENISON ...
... handle with care
of your hunt in the
a~tumn woods ~f Maine; of planning and preparation, of studymg topo maps, of selecting and
checking equipment and clothing; of wet hikes and cold
dawns - it has all paid off. You've bagged your Maine
deer.
Beyond being a fine trophy and a good bragging
piece, your deer can also represent some of the finest
eating meat to be found - provided that it's well caredfor and prepared for cooking or freezing for later use.
And in this day of meat shortages and sky-rocketing
prices, who can afford to allow 100 pounds or more of
potentially prime meat to go to waste through carelessness or ignorance?
The mark of a good hunter goes beyond his skills at
stalking, straight-shooting, or telling the tallest tales
in camp. He also respects his chosen sport enough to
know how to clean and care for his game properly
under tough conditions in the woods and to get it home
in such condition that it is clean, sweet, and ready for
processing into fine steaks, chops, roasts, and ground
meat which will do credit to his family in the coming
months.
Assuming that you have properly field-dressed your
deer, and transported it home in good shape (see
Maine Fish and Game, Fall 1972), you're now ready to
tackle the job of processing the carcass into meat
cuts suitable for the table or freezer.
The first step after aging the deer is to skin the
carcass. The deer should be hung up, either by the head
or hind legs, as you prefer. The main precaution in
skinning is to keep as little hair as possible from getting onto the meat, where it's difficult to remove. Use
a clean cloth, sopping-wet, to soak down the hair
around the abdominal cut you made in field-dressing
the deer, to keep the hair plastered down on the hide
and off the meat. The cloth is useful also for wiping
off loose hairs as you skin.
Begin skinning by slitting the inside of the legs from
knee joint to the field-dressing cut. The lower legs can
be sawed off at the knee joint and discarded. Use your
knife (preferably sharp - you may need to hone it occasionally on a good stone) to start the hide loose at
the incisions. Once started, the hide peels off by pulling, with occasional assistance from the knife to slice
cartilage or fat.
FTER MONTHS OF DREAMING

Some suggested venison cuts. For medium to
large deer, split in two along the backbone.
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By Paul

J. Fournier

Use the knife with care: a few minutes' practice
should enable you to cut only along the layer of fat
between hide and meat, and avoid unsightly and wasteful gouges.
If the head and neck hide aren't caped for trophy
mounting, begin skinning the neck just behind the ears
and jaws. The tail bone is cut off at its root between
the vertebrae and is left on the hide. The hide itself
will bring you several dollars from fur buyers or it can
be tanned and made into fine buckskin gloves, and
other articles by commercial tanneries.
With the carcass peeled, it should be checked for
hairs stuck to the meat, and trimmed of surface tallow
and torn or bloodied meat around bullet holes. Use the
tallow in bird feeders; me vt scraps can be fed to your
pet dog or cat.
For easier handling, the carcass should be split in
two - especially if the deer is of medium to large size.
Use a hand meat saw, and cut down through the backbone from pelvis to neck.
The hindquarters are separated from each side by
cutting between the loin and pelvis. Continue separating the carcass into standard meat cuts by following
the line cuts as marked on the accompanying illustration. The chuck is separated from the rib cage by cutting at about the fifth rib. The neck is cut off at the
shoulder, and the front and rear shanks are removed
from the quarters.
With the carcass dismantled, the next cutting steps
are determined by personal preference. Many people
prefer deer chops; if this is your choice, you should
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have access to a meat handsaw. Fine chop meat can be
cut from the loins, sirloins, rump, and round. The chuck,
or shoulder, also makes good chops. The trimmings
and leftover parts such as neck, shanks, breast, and
flank can be boned out and ground.
Remove all fat, which gives some deer meat its
strong "wild" flavor. You may wish to grind in some
beef fat or unsalted pork fat. Pork fat reduces freezer
storage time to about six to eight weeks since it takes
on a "fishy" taste if kept longer.
If you like deer meat roasts, the rump, sirloin, and
rib can be cut into sizes suitable for one or two meals
and make excellent roast meat. Boning-out the shoulder
and rolling and tying the meat makes good pot roasts.

ever material is at hand and tossing it into the freezer.
Of freezer wrapping materials, tests have shown that
common paper butcher wrap is the least satisfactory,
as it leads to dehydration, freezer burn, and discoloration of the meat. Aluminum foil used alone without
an outer wrap is better but is susceptible to freezer
burn if punctured. Commercial freezer wrap, plasticcoated paper, and aluminum foil covered with butcher
paper are best.
In wrapping the meat for freezing, squeeze out air
in the wrapping, which some believe may tend to dry
out the meat. You should mark the outside of the package with such information as the cut of meat and its
quality. That way you'll know, come next February or
March, which piece of meat you want to serve to
favorite guests - or save for yourself.
For best flavor and appearance, ground meat should
be stored in the freezer for not longer than six months;
roasts and chops from nine to twelve months. Freezer
temperature should be maintained at about zero degrees F.

T oo

MUCH good deer meat ends up each year in
garbage cans simply because it was improperly
prepared and stored - a tragic waste of nature's
bounty. Do a good job now, and in the coming months
you can dig into the freezer and haul out the ingredients for a meal which your supermarket can't touch
for quality and taste at any price - a fitting reward
for your prowess on the game trails.
•

NEW SUBSCRIPTION RATES
As we announced in the last issue, the subscription price for Maine Fish and Game will go up this
coming January 1. The new rates will be:
Single copy
One year (4 issues)

$ .55
2.00

Two years (8 issues)
Three years (12 issues)

3.50
4.75

Explaining the increase is easy. First, we've held the line on prices for seven years, during which time
just about everything else has gone up, including what it costs to produce the magazine and mail it to
you. Another thing - a year or so ago, a questionnaire returned to us by many readers indicated strongly
that you would be willing to pay a higher subscription price in order to (1) recaive the magazine more
often; and/or (2) have some full color photographs in it. Although we are not yet able to publish more
frequently, we know the color covers on the previous three issues have been well received.
We plan to continue the color covers, and we're looking into the possibility of using some color inside,
too. All this costs money, of course, as do paper, printing, and postage. Our new rates do not reflect a
desire to make a profit, only to meet - or come somewhere near meeting - our actual production costs.
So, on January 1, the subscription price goes up. Until then, you may extend your present subscription
for up to three years at the present rates. You may enter a new subscription. You may buy gift subscriptions (Christmas is coming!). All at today's low rates.
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By Thomas Chamberlain
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HE SPORT OF HUNTING has such
critics as the anti-hunters, the
anti-gun segment, the "anything - is - better - than - killing - them"
folks. But the worst enemy of
hunting is the poaching, landscapedefiling, landowner-hating, slovenly
gunner who believes in making his
own rules - and changing them
whenever it's convenient for him.
He's often termed a slob hunter.
When speaking of percentages
or proportions, the slob hunters
are most certainly not a majority
of the hunting population.
But
there aren't proportionately that
many muggers, robbers, and murderers, either-yet,
laws
that
govern us all were made to restrict
these few.

T
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It is this segment of America's
population that catches the attention of the rest of the public.
He is a news item -a "curiosity."
But have you any idea what his
notoriety is doing to those who
pride themselves on sportsmanship
in the field?
Critics of hunting are using the
slob as fuel for their fires, as
means to their ends. All that is
necessary is for those in opposition
to hunting to proclaim the slobs as
"typical," and hunting's reputation and future go down one more
notch - hand in hand.
It takes no great effort to be a
slob. Consider the case of hunters
waiting patiently for the better part
of a day for a flock of waterfowl to

approach their decoys. A flock
finally comes close and begins the
long glide to the water. They are
still two hundred yards off, when
some gun-happy hunter a little
farther up the shore leaps to his
feet and begins firing, attempting
to bring the birds down with a shotgun having an effective range far
short of that needed. The birds will
indignantly
disappear, and the
hunters have lost what might be
their only chance of the day.
Or what about the frustrated
gunner who, after searching all day
for squirrels, finally feeds two or
three withering blasts at a nest,
succeeding only in wounding or
killing the animals with little or no
chance of retrieving them. Or the
thoughtless and revengeful people
who cut a farmer's fence to gain
access to his fields; trample the
fields in a loud, frantic, and therefore useless, search for game; and
then, when ordered off the property, become angry themselves and
shoot one of the landowner's cows.
Or the litterers and sign-shooters
who contribute thousands of dollars
of costs each year to state highway
crews for sign replacement and
litter removal. Or ....
More than 95 per cent of the
state uf Maine is privately owned.
This is directly opposed to the
situation in many of the states,
where the public sector of ownership controls the majority of the
state's lands. But Maine's situation
makes not only hunters, but fishermen, hikers, and all outdoor
lovers more dependent than ever
on the graciousness and generosity
of these landowners, who have
every right to forbid trespass on
their beautiful,
and often very
huntable, property.
It's a small wonder that more of
Maine's privately owned lands are
Maine Fish and Game-Fall 1973

By Thomas Chamberlain

Why

for Everyons1
approach their decoys. A flock
finally comes close and begins the
long glide to the water. They are
still two hundred yards off, when
sornn
PERSONAL
0

2

ORDER

Please check one box so
we won't send duplicate
issues in case of renewal
or extension.

3
4
5
6

9

If you are now a subscriber
or your subscription recently
expired, PLEASE ATIACH A MAILING
LABEL or copy it at right,
including all letter & number coding.

0

New

0

T

HE SPORT OF HUJ

littlP.

0

Extend present~

Renew expired subscription
subscription

Address
-------------------

City or Town
PLEASE PRINT, and don't· forget Zip
Code. Make check or money order
payable to "Treasurer, State of
Maine," and enclose with order.

0 New

0

Renewal

Please check, if you're ~
2

a

Name

GIFT SUBSCRIPTION
0

h nrrtnr

Please send MAINE FISH & GAME Magazine to the
address below:

State

7
8

cnn-b arrnv

0

0

2 years ( 8 issues} $2.50

0 3 years (12 issues) 3.50

Zip Code

Send to:
Circulation Section
Maine Fish & Game
Magazine
Room 600, State
Office Bid g.
Augusta, Me. 04330

Please send MAINE FISH & GAME Magazine to
I enclose $2.50 for each two-year subscription,
three-year subscription. (Check or money order
payable to "Treasurer, State of Maine," and sent
form to address below.)

my friends listed.
$3.50 for each
should be made
with subscription

Christmas Gift?

O Place my name------------on gift card(s) and mail to recipient(s).
O Send gift card to me to mail. My name -------------------

3
critics as the an
My address------------------anti-gun segme
4
0 3 Years
#2 0 2 Years
# 1 0 2 Years 0 3 Years
thing - is - better - than
5
folks. But the woi
hunting is the poachi
6
defiling, landowner-h
7
gunner who believes
own rules - and c
8
Send to:
whenever it's conve
PLEASE PRINT ..• and don't forget Zip Code.
Circulation Section
9
He's often termed a :
Maine Fish & Game Magazine
Use additional sheeh if necessary. Please put
your name and address on reverse side.
Room 600, State Office Bldg.
When speaking o
Augusta, Me. 04330
or proportions, the
on tne graciousness anu generusn y
"typical," and. nummg s reputaare most certainly not a majority
of these landowners,
who have
tion and future go down one more
of the hunting population. But
every right to forbid trespass on
notch - hand in hand.
there aren't proportionately
that
their beautiful,
and often very
It takes no great effort to be a
many muggers, robbers, and murhuntable, property.
slob. Consider the case of hunters
derers,
either-yet,
laws that
It's a small wonder that more of
waiting patiently for the better part
govern us all were made to restrict
Maine's privately owned lands are
of a day for a flock of waterfowl to
these few.

~-11~--i

18

Maine Fish and Game-Fall 1973

not already posted against trespass.
When a person saves for years to
buy a small "piece of Maine," only
to find it riddled from one end to
the other with shotgun blasts,
bullet holes, trampled grass, and
garbage -and all this from unthinking (or, worse, thinking) people
who failed even to extend the common courtesy of asking permission
to hunt on the man's land-who
could blame the owner for refusing
any member of the hunting population access to any part of his
property?
It is understandable,
even to
be expected, that many a novice
hunter will take aim and fire too
early, will unwittingly trespass in
his excitement over the search for
game, or will contribute some litter
to the scene for the same reason. If
that same novice, after a frustrating day without a shot ("After all,
isn't shooting my gun the reason

I'm out here?"), draws a bead on a
shed or fencepost, let's hope it's
because of inexperience and excitement, too. He will hunt again,
and with the right companions and
proper guidance, plus a few encounters
with
the
ingrained
"slobs," he will very likely become
a good sportsman.
But there are some people whom
no amount of experience can
change. They are slobs, they learned their habits from and with other
slobs, and they will continue to act
with no regard for others until they
are stopped.
But how can they be stopped? It
would be practically impossible to
do it with legislation, simply because the laws would be difficult
to design. We have litter laws
now-we have anti-trespass laws
and gun laws now-yet,
these
people are violating them every
day. It's easy, because the hunter

is in many cases alone, or with
someone of similar habits.
Social pressures are more effective. But there are general
social taboos now against most of
the practices we have been describing.
It seems that one of the best
ways we can rid ourselves of the
slob hunter is to begin now to build
special, strong, social sentiment
against them. The federal excise
tax (11 per cent) on handguns and
handgun ammunition initiated in
July of 1971 is a strong tool, a $7
million tool, for the states to use
in hunter training programsprograms which have hunter ethics,
morals, conduct in the field, and
even wildlife management, built
right into them.
With the increased emphasis on
safe, sane hunting practices, we
hope to be building a generation of
people to whom hunting is a privilege-who
would not dream of
acting the part of the slob when in
the field. These young hunters
will behave as they should-and
they will not hesitate to bear witness against that tiny segment of
hunters who feel that the forests
were provided for their pleasure
alone.
We cannot afford to have these
slobs with us. Their actions are
illegal, and honest sportsmen suffer, and bear the blame, for what
they do. Don't be reluctant when
reporting these defilers to the
proper authorities. They deserve
it, and you are the only one who
can see that they get what they
deserve.
•

By their own actions, hunters can
strongly influence the future
of free, public hunting in Maine.
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Fifteen Years of Big Bucks
HIS ISSUE'S listing of the biggest
deer entered in the "Biggest
Bucks in Maine Club" makes 15
times that such a tally has appeared
in Maine Fish and Game, and it is
interesting to note that the number
of deer qualifying for the Club has
held up through the years, as their
size.
The Club, which is sponsored by
the Department of Commerce and
Industry, was founded in 1949 to
give recognition to sportsmen who
have taken trophy white-tail deer
in Maine.
In the early years, the rules
were that you had to bag a buck
deer with a live weight of two
hundred pounds, but in 1958 membership in the Club became even
more exclusive when the weight
requirement was changed to two
hundred pounds, woods-dressed.
Since this rule change,
the
greatest number of deer meeting
the Club's requirements
in one
year was 608 in 1970; the smallest
number was 379 in 1962. In 1972,
480 big bucks qualified, an increase of 48 over the previous year.
The very biggest bucks each year

By Tom Shoener

T

have usually been in the range of
260 to 290 pounds, dressed. The
most notable exception to this was
a huge buck taken in 1964 by Lowell Barnes of Hiram, Maine. This
one dressed-out at 312 pounds and
had a calculated live weight of
406 pounds. There have been two
other 400-pound-plus truly big
bucks taken since 1958. Deer of
this size, and even those that make
the Club on a much more regular
basis, are unheard-of in the other
white-tail deer states.
We've done a little digging into
our records on the big bucks and
have come to a few conclusions
that are relatively
useless but
which you may find interesting,
anyway.
Through the years, the .30-06
seems to have displaced the old
favorite . 30-30 in rifle popularity
with Maine hunters, at least with
the hunters who bag big bucks.
The .308 has come on strong, also.

Another interesting finding is
that no one area of the state can
be said to produce a majority of the
big bucks. Trophy bucks are taken
in every county, although in recent
years an increasing number of them
seem to be coming from "downstate," with fewer from the "big
woods" of northwestern and eastern Maine.
It also appears that the greatest
number of big bucks are taken between November 1 and November
10, with earlier and later periods
being somewhat less productive
of trophy deer.
Nonresident hunters do not show
up quite as well in the Club registrations as they do in the total
deer kill figures, indicating, perhaps, that residents have a little
advantage when it comes to the big
bucks. Although women hunters
do take a good number of Club
deer, we don't know if they are
fairly represented in proportion
to their total numbers.
The following table lists only
the very largest Club deer taken
last year, which was an average
year in terms of numbers and a little
below normal on average weight.
But is it fair to say that anything
to do with deer over 200 pounds
is ever "average"?
•

BIGGEST BUCKS, 1972
Name

Address

Date
Killed

Ronald Mailhiot
William Lydic
Paul A. Bouchard, J~
Richard A. Edwards
Frederick Ahearn III
Neil E. Donnelly
Robert Conlogue
Scott McArdle
Clarence Morse, Jr.
Donald Norton
Alan P. Ritchotte
Arnold P. Smith

Manchester, N.H.
Bucksport, Me.
Wilbraham, Mass.
Haddonfield, N.J.
Old Orchard Bch, Me.
Mars Hill. Me.
Albion, Me.
Onset, Mass.
Rockland, Me.
Saddle River, N.J.
Chicopee, Mass.
Augusta, Me.

11/8/72
11/9/72
11/11J72
11/15/72
11/11/72
10/17/72
11/6/72
10/26/72
11/6/72
11/7/72
11/6/72
11/9/72

Grace Perkins
Sarah C. Andrew
Lois Eash
Hilda LaBree
Martha C. Howard

Bucksport, Me.
Gorham, Me.
Ashland, Me.
Skowhegan, Me.
Hiram, Me.

Where
Killed

Firearm

Dressed
Weight

Live
Weight

Anson
Prospect
West Forks
Appleton
Solon
Mars Hill
Palermo
So. Oakfield
Appleton Ridge
Waldo County
Cherryfield
Vassalboro

.30-06
.30-30
.30-06
.35
7MM
.30-06
.35
.300
.30-06
.30-06
.308
.30

262
261
258
254
250
250
248
248
246
246
245
245

341
339
335
330
325
325
322
322
320
320
319
319

Bucksport
Griswold
Ashland
Parkman
Hiram

.44
.30-30
.30-30
.30-30
.308

235
235
230
224
210

306
306
300
293
280

MEN

WOMEN
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11/6/72
10/25/72
11/18/72
11/7/72
11/10/72
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guRVIVAL.. You Afittui m
th Mllhti WoadA

By Thomas

Chamberlain

F YOU HAVE ever been lost in
the Maine woods - or even
thought you were - you know
that indescribable feeling that
accompanies the first thought of
disorientation.
Nothing
seems
quite right, the forest seems a bit
denser than before, and you begin
to search your memory for that list
of "what to do when lost."
You Alone in the Maine Woods,
published by the Maine Department
of Inland Fisheries and Game, is
just the thing to have along when
venturing into the woodlands.
Besides aquainting the hunter,
hiker, or fisherman with the basics
of woods travel, the manual is filled
with valuable information
concerning how to prepare for a safe
trip, what to take with you for
emergencies, and most important,
how to use your emergency gear.
The 45-page booklet, while it
does not contain all there is to
know about woods survival, explains in easy terms such topics
as preparing a survival kit, dressing for the woods, map and compass
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Use the manual to plan ...
principles, fires, shelter, signals,
and first aid. Simulated situations
are followed from "lost" to "found,"
and the tips contained in the manual summarize practically all the
important considerations.
The Warden Service of the Fish
and Game Department is charged
with the responsibility of finding
persons lost, or presumed lost, in
the Maine woods. You can make
their job much easier, and aid them
in their search for you, by reading
and following the principles laid
out in this booklet.
The production of the manual
was made possible, in part, by
funds derived from the federal
excise tax on handguns, which is
made available to hunter safety
training programs by the Federal
Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act.
Safety Co-ordinator Gareth Anderson and Warden Supervisor John
Marsh are the authors of this manual, written with the assistance of
wardens, guides,
and hunters
across the state. The manual is
illustrated by Game Warden John

Ford and was produced by the Information and Education Division
of the Fish and Game Department.
Covered in blaze orange, the
booklet is a concise, clear-cut
outline of procedure, equipment
and "attitudes" necessary when
lost. It is available free of charge
from the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Game, State
Office Building, Augusta, Maine
04330, and can be supplied in
limited
quantity
to organized
groups.
If you are one of the more than
200,000 persons who hunt the
Maine woods each year - if you
enjoy backpacking into the wilderness - then this manual was designed for you. Pick your copy up,
read it, and take it with you the
next time you venture into the back
country.
•

and while in the field

Healthy Lake -

continued from page 9

and water levels should be kept up through mid-July
to protect their young and the young of warm-water
fishes that spawn during the spring and early summer.
Spawning times and incubation periods for fish eggs
vary in different parts of the state: Regional fisheries
biologists can provide information on local conditions
to aid in determining the best water control policies
for individual lakes.
No person may build any dam or other obstruction in
any river, stream, brook, or lake outlet without first
notifying the commissioner of the Fish and Game
Department. Fishway construction, maintenance, and
repair may be required by the commissioner if a dam
or other artificial structure obstructs necessary fish
migration.
HE RIGHTS of the general public to have unhindered
access to lakes and ponds for recreational purposes
is another factor that should be considered in any lake
development or management program. By common law,
all natural waters greater than 10 acres (known as
great ponds) are owned by the state, including the soil
under them beyond the natural mean low water mark.
These waters are held in trust for the general public,
and the public has had the right to fish, fowl, cut ice,
swim, and to ride on great ponds. The Maine Legislature recently passed a law which provides that anyone on foot "may engage in any activity on the great
ponds not inconsistent with any other law ... " They
further provided that no one on foot shall be denied
access over unimproved land to a great pond except to
a public water supply great pond.
It is quite certain that our forefathers intended that
our lakes and ponds be reserved for the enjoyment of
all, including the right to gain access, and our present
lawmakers have reenforced this intention. To respect

T

the recreational needs of those who may not be fortunate enough to own lake shore property, municipalities
and lake property owners should be encouraged to
establish legal rights-of-way and landing facilities to
great ponds. One means of accomplishing this is currently provided by the state Bureau of Parks and Recreation and the federal Bureau of Outdoor Recreation;
these agencies provide matching funds to municipalities for the acquisition of rights-of-way and for the
construction of landing facilities.
of wildlife species is associated with our
lakes, ponds, and adjacent uplands. Their abundance is related to the variety and mixture of various
types of vegetation needed to fulfill food and shelter
requirements and to the availability of living space.
Local populations of wJdlife will be adversely affected by alterations to the landscape which decrease
the availability of essential habitat. Only limited loss
of such areas has been experienced along our shoreland in the past, but increasing development pressures in the future may result in the cumulative loss
of a significant amount of wildlife habitat. Persons
involved in shoreline development can help minimize
this loss by considering the habitat conditions on their
land and providing for the maintenance of sites important to local wildlife populations. It is convenient to
consider upland and wetland areas as two broad categories of wildlife habitat which together support a
majority of our wildlife resources.
Upland areas are the dry sites with forested or open
land. They support a variety of softwood, hardwood,
shrub, and herbaceous vegetation.
Wetland areas are poorly drained, low-land areas
where natural or man-made obstructions restrict the
flow of surface water and result in the impoundment
of a body of water. Within shallow sections are found
abundant stands of submergent and emergent vegetation.
White-tailed deer, ruffed grouse, snowshoe hare,
song birds, and various small mammals are among many
species which inhabit upland areas. Reverting fields
and cut-over sites interspersed with older growth
stands of hardwoods and softwoods provide ideal
conditions. Also of major significance are areas of
softwood vegetation that provide shelter for wildlife
during periods of deep snow and frigid temperatures.
White-tailed deer and ruffed grouse, for example,
frequently take advantage of the reduced snow depths

A

VARIETY

Continued enjoyment of good beach and water
is dependent on our regard and treatment of our environment.
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and less severe climatic conditions which are characteristic of these areas. A large number of "droppings" and evidence of heavy browsing pressure on
the vegetation are signs that deer use a site during the
winter months. As the quality and quantity of winter
habitat is a major factor affecting Maine's deer herd,
every effort should be made to protect these wintering areas.
Beaver, muskrat, mink, great blue heron, and various
species of waterfowl are among many species which
inhabit wetlands. In addition,
many animals
which
spend much of their life in the uplands can be frequently observed around these areas. Aquatic plants
in shallow sites provide ideal food and cover conditions for many species, and brushy islands and shoreland provide nesting sites for ground nesting waterfowl. The adjacent uplands are also used by several
marsh inhabitants. Nearby tree cavities provide nesting
sites for the wood duck, hooded merganser, and goldeneye; and beaver are very dependent on upland vegetation for a major portion of their food and building

Snowmobiling -

continued from page 15

law now reads, any accident which
requires the attention of a physician, and/ or which results in
$100.00 property damage, must be
reported. It is hoped that by having
these reported, we will be more
aware of the causes and can take
measures to prevent them; either
through safety clinics or, in the
case of mechanical failures, by
making recommendations to the
manufacturers.
•The present law provides for a
fine of not less than $20 and not
more than $500 and/ or 90 days in
jail for violations of the snowmobile law. This has been changed to
be a minimum of $50.00 for: operation on a public way; operation on
a plowed private way after having
been forbidden to do so by the
owner or his agent; failing to stop
for a law enforcement officer.
•A change has been made in the
law under another title which has
some effect on snowmobiles. Only
snowmobiles that are registered or
those constituting stock in trade
are exempt from a personal property tax.
•Another law that was passed by
the 106th Legislature that should
Maine Fish and Game-Fall 1973

materials; their most preferred food is the bark of
aspen trees.
In addition to the direct loss of their habitat as lake
shores are developed, many species of wildlife suffer
to some degree by the mere presence of man and many
of his activities. Excessive
nearby boat traffic, for
example, can cause a duck to abandon her nest; or her
brood may be scattered, leaving the ducklings vulnerable to predators.
HE PRESENCE of various fish and wildlife species
greatly adds to one's experience in and enjoyment
of a lake or pond. Indeed, good fishing or abundant
wildlife may be the main thing that attracts many
people there in the first place. If we are to maintain
these natural resources in the future, a sincere effort
must be made in their behalf. Reasonable restraints on
the development and use of Maine's lakes will keep the
"greedy bears" at bay and help assure that the lakes
that future generations of Mainers will have will be
good ones.
•
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have an impact on the sport of
snowmobiling is a finding of fact
that would transfer 0.5 per cent
of the gasoline tax to the snowmobile program. Ten per cent of this
amount will go to the Department
of Inland Fisheries and Game for
enforcement and safety; 90 per
cent will go to the Bureau of Parks
and Recreation Snowmobile Trail
Fund.
•One other measure passed by the
106th Legislature allows municipalities to levy excise or personal
property tax on snowmobiles which
are un-registered but operated in
Maine. Cities and towns were
formerly forbidden to levy such
taxes on any snowmobiles, but
those now operated only on one's
own property may be taxed, if unregistered.
HE MAINE SNOWMOBILE
Association and the 241 snowmobile
clubs statewide have promoted
safety and worked diligently in
promoting
good relations with
property owners. Many landowners who have had snowmobile
problems have been contacted by
club members who, in many cases,
have helped with solutions to these
problems.
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This has been a tremendous help;
but, unfortunately, the majority of
Maine's snowmobilers do not belong to snowmobile clubs, and
efforts must be made to reach these
people. Although the Legislature
and state agencies can regulate
and provide areas for snowmobile
operation, the future of snowmobiling depends on the snowmobilers
themselves.
Much needs to be done to enhance the image of this popular
sport, and snowmobile clubs must
continue their vigorous efforts in
this area. The challenges ahead are
great, and decision-makers will
have to set priorities to make
snowmobiling
a safe and sane
winter recreation activity.
Needless to say, snowmobiles
are here to stay. Although the
sport has been the object of much
criticism and the favorite whipping-boy these last few years, it
appears that this trend is beginning
to decline. Snowmobiles should be
controlled with fair, sensible regulations; and, with a good safety
and education program, as well as
trails on which to operate, snowmobiling will continue to increase
in popularity in Maine.
•
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MORE ON NEST BOX CARE
Last winter's issue of Maine
Fish and Game had an article on the
Department's duck nest box program. The article stressed the
importance of annual maintenance
of the boxes and urged those clubs
and individuals who are interested
in nest boxes as a project to build,
erect, and maintain them properly,
lest they become death traps for
ducks.
Wildlife Technician Jim Dorso
recently had more to say on this
subject:
"This note may be of interest to
individuals and groups planning
outdoor fall and winter projects.
As an experiment, waterfowl nest
boxes on one waterfowl production
area were treated in three ways to
determine which treatment was
preferred and most beneficial to
wood ducks. We set up five groups
of three boxes, each group consisting of one new box, one with cracks
and leaks, and one with seams and
cracks caulked. All of the boxes
were used by wood ducks. During
the summer nestbox check, the five
boxes with leaks were found to
contain a total of 93 eggs, none of
which hatched. The remaining 10
boxes provided dry sites for successful incubation.
"This experiment certainly points
out the need for proper maintenance of nest boxes if continued
use and successful incubation are
to be ensured. Groups and in24

dividuals who have built and erected waterfowl boxes on their own in
the past should plan to check and
maintain them annually."

MAINE BEA VER FILM WINS
NATIONAL HONORS
We were very pleased to learn
that our new film on the beaver in
Maine, BUILDERS BY NATURE
took second place in national com~
petition sponsored by the Outdoor
Writers Association of America.
There were 20 films entered in
the competition, and the top four
were shown at the recent North
American Wildlife and Natural
Resources Conference in Washington, D.C. The film was produced by
our Information
and Education
Division; filmed and edited by
Cinematographer
William
W.
Cross; scripted by Game Division
Chief Robert W. Boettger and I & E
Chief William C. Mincher; narrated
by Mincher. It's available for bookings in Maine by writing to the
Audio-Visual
Center,
University
of Maine, Orono, Maine 04473.
The booking fee is two dollars.

MORE PROTECTION
FOR SHORELI~ES
The Fish and Game Department's
140 game wardens, along with 34
coastal wardens from the Sea and
Shore Fisheries Department,
are

now enforcing Maine's great ponds
and wetlands laws.
Both the great ponds law, which
applies to fresh-water bodies larger
than 10 acres, and the wetlands
law, which applies to salt marshes,
require persons to obtain a permit
before they dredge or fill, or build
causeways,
beaches,
bridges,
wharves, boat launches, or make
other alterations to shorelines.
Both laws are administered by
the Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) but have never
been effectively enforced because
of lack of manpower. The DEP has
essentially one man in charge of
these laws, statewide. The wardens, each intimately familiar with
his own local district and on daily
patrol, are in a much better position to detect violations.
A joint statement signed by the
three agencies announced the enforcement agreement which "reflects mutual interest in the valuable resources represented by
lake and shoreland areas and recognizes the need for an active program of education and enforcement
at the scene of the violations."

NEW DOG LAW
There has been some question
about the statewide dog control
law which was passed by the 106th
Maine Legislature.
Some owners
are under the impression that the
new law requires that a dog be on
a leash, but this is not correct.
The law does say that it is unlawful for the owner of any dog to
permit the dog to run at large, except. when used for hunting. "At
large" means off the premises of
the owner and not under the control of any person by means of
personal presence and attention as
will reasonably control the conduct of the dog.
In other words, if your dog is off
your premises, he must at least be
under someone's control (by voice,
whistle, etc., but not necessarily
on a leash). The penalty for letting
Maine Fish and Game-Fall 1973

Fido roam at will across the countryside is a $25 to $100 fine, plus the
possibility of having him impounded as a stray. He could also get you
on the wrong side of Maine's stringent dog-deer laws.

PERSONNEL NOTES
Recent personnel changes within
the Fish and Game Department include the following:
In the Warden Service, Andrew
B. Stinson was promoted to chief
warden pilot. Game Warden Erwin L. Bonney of Orient retired in
August after 24 years of service.
John P. Merrill of Dover-Foxcroft
was hired as a game warden and
assigned to the Rockwood district.
In the Game Division, two vacancies were filled with the hiring
of William R. Noble and Patrick 0.
Corr, both University of Maine
graduates in wildlife management.
Noble is the new assistant regional
wildlife biologist in Ashland, and
Corr is the assistant migratory bird
project leader at Orono.
Gary S. Anderson of Cundy's
Harbor is the Department's new
hunter safety co-ordinator; he is
co-author of the Department's
woods survival manual and has
been a volunteer hunter safety
instructor for seven years.
Thomas J. Chamberlain of Camden, formerly a writer for the State
Parks and Recreation Department,
filled a vacant informational representative position in the Information and Education Division. Also
in the I. & E. Division, Lorraine L.
Stubbs, supervisor of conservation education, has transferred
to the Maine Department of Education and Cultural Affairs as a
result of recent legislation that
moved the responsibility for the
administration of the conservation
school at Bryant Pond from Fish
and Game to Education.
In the Hatchery Division, Thomas
W. Spring of Sebago Lake was
hired and assigned to the Dry Mills
hatchery.
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MOVING?
1973 LICENSE FEES
Resident
Hunting (under 16) ..... $ 1.50
Hunting(16andolder).. . 6.50
Combination hunting and fishing . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.50
Fishing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.50
Archery . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.50
Fishing¥3-day . . . . . . . . 6.50
"(Exchangeablefor saason) .50

If you are moving, please drop
us a line and give both your present mailing address (exactly as it
appears on your mailing label) and
your new one, including zip codes.
We must have this information at
least four weeks in advance of the
next publication date. The magazine is not forwarded automatically,
and undeliverable copies are not
returned to us.

Nonresident
Big game (necessary for deer
and bear)
$46.50
Smallgame . . . . . . . . . . . 22.50
Small game, junior
(under15)
12.50
Archery
42.50
Fishing: season . . . . . . . . 15.50
Fishing: 3-day . . . . . . . . . 6.50
Fishing: 7-day. . . . . . . . . 7.50
Fishing+Jb-day . . . . . . . . 10.50
"(Exchangeable for season) 5.50
For other fees, please write to

ANSWER TO PUZZLE
ON PAGE 11

the Department
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THE BOOK SHELF
Listed here are books on subjects
of interest to those who enjoy the
outdoors. These notes are set forth
mainly to call your attention to the
publications. If we have been able
to evaluate a publication and recommend it, we will do so; but a
lack of comment does not mean that
the book is not deserving.
Angler's Guide to Fresh water
Fishing in New England, by Kent H.
Wilcoxon, 1973. Stone Wall Press,
Inc., Lexington,
Mass.
02173 .
332 pages. The book was compiled,
the author says, to provide useful
data about New England lakes,
ponds, rivers, and streams with
high sport fishing potential. He
indicates sizes of the waters listed, location,
boating facilities,
fishing camps, and a paragraph of
general information, along with a
map of the area. Paperback, $4.25.
The Venison Book, by Audrey
Alley Gorton. Stephen Greene
Press, Brattleboro, VT 05301. 78
pages. Now in its sixth printing,
this 1957 book goes into the "how
to" of dressing, cutting up, and
cooking deer meat. Paperback,
$1.95.
The Snowshoe Book, by William
Osgood and Leslie Hurley. Stephen
Greene Press,
Brattleboro,
VT
05301. 128 pages. Covers history,
selection, and use of snowshoes,
with additional sections on technique,
safety, proper clothing,
etc., for enjoying this sport. Hard
cover, $6.95; paperback, $3.95.
SUBSCRIPTION

EXPIRING?

Don't take a chance on mis~jng
a single issue of Maine Fish and
Game-check to see when your
subscription expires.
If you see LAST COPY printed
on your mailing label, the current
subscription has run out.
The last two digits on the top
line of the label code indicate your
last issue - 42, for example, stands
for the 2nd (spring) issue of 1974.
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Democracy

in

Wateif owl Decisions
HE MAINE Waterfowl Advisory
Council, which met in August
to set the rules and regulations for the 1973 waterfowl hunting seasons, will be celebrating
its 20th birthday in 197 4. Despite
the Council's two-decade existence,
many people are still unaware of
the functions performed by this
quasi-official organization.
The Council was formed on a hot
July 24, 1954 at the Lucerne Inn in
Dedham, Maine, during the annual
public waterfowl regulations hearings. The multitude of opinions
expressed each year by interested
participants
at these hearings
had always made it extremely
difficult for the commissioner of
fish and game to set regulations.
Within the federal framework, the
commissioner must select those
options which best meet the needs
of Maine's waterfowl and the wishes of Maine's waterfowl hunters.
Outdoor
writer
Bud Leavitt
suggested at the 1954 session that
a smaller, representative body be
created to ensure a voice for the
hunters and a closer liaison with
the Fish and Game Department. A
nominating committee was formed
from sports writers statewide,
and the resulting nominees were
elected as the first Waterfowl
Council.
Since the formation
of that
council, by-laws have been drawn
providing
for
one
Waterfowl
Council member from each political
councilor district in Maine, in
addition to two "at-large" members and one from Ducks Unlimited.
Procedures for local elections were
outlined, with members to be
elected for three-year, staggered
terms.
Present membership on the
Maine Waterfowl Advisory Council
is as follows: Frederick J. Ahearn
of Old Orchard Beach, York and
Oxford counties; George Soule of
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Freeport,
Cumberland
County;
Larry Higgins of Auburn, Sagadahoc, Androscoggin, and Franklin
counties; Paul Hobbs of Pittsfield,
Somerset and Kennebec counties;
Avard Chater of Camden, Lincoln,
Knox, Waldo, and Hancock counties; John G. Field of Bangor, Piscataquis and Penobscot counties;
Harry S. Fish of Jonesport, Washington and Aroostook counties;
Ransom P. Kelley of West Southport and Willis A. Jenney of South
Portland, councilors at-large; and
Peter Coe of Augusta, chairman of
Ducks Unlimited.
For the past 20 years, the Waterfowl Council has met at least once
each year in conjunction with the
annual regulations hearing. Other
special meetings have been called
many times, either by the Council
chairman or the fish. and game
commissioner. During these meetings, the Council brings before its
members and Department personnel various problems concerning
the management of Maine's waterfowl resources and their users.
Fish and Game Department personnel furnish the Council with
information to assist the councilors with the task of recommending
the regulations under which the
waterfowl resources
shall
be
utilized.
reasonable, and biologically sound
management
decisions
concerning
Maine's
waterfowl are of prime importance, both to the future of the
birds and to the sport of hunting
them. And it is due largely to the
efforts of the Maine Waterfowl
Advisory Council that such decisions have been made during
these past 20 years -decisions
which have been to the mutual
benefit of Maine's waterfowl and
the sportsmen.
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Living Space -

continued from page 2

Certainly a growing human population does need new places to
live. And our transportation systems and industries and businesses
and even our places of recreation
are all important to our way of life.
But the day is long gone when we
can afford to locate each and every
human necessity wherever it is
most convenient. We now have to
consider what each project will do
to the local area-the environment-its soils and waters, for
example, and its wildlife.
The particular value of any given
parcel of land for use by wildlife be it a nesting area for ducks or a
wintering area for deer - has seldom been given any consideration
in the staggering demand for undeveloped land. Marshland, both
salt and fresh, has been filled or
dredged; deer yarding areas have
become inhabited by trailers and
homes; and open access by the
public in large tracts of land has
been curtailed or stopped.
HE Department of Inland Fisheries and Game is charged with
the responsibility of maintaining
and protecting the wildlife resources of Maine for the present
as well as the future use and enjoyment of our citizens. Not only
for the hunter and fisherman but
for all of its citizens, many of whom
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enjoy wildlife through use of the
camera, a pair of binoculars, or
simply hearing a flock of geese
"talking" as they wing northward
in the spring.
It is, therefore, imperative that
if even a small amount of our
natural wildlife resources is to be
kept for the future, the acquisition
of necessary wildlife "living space"
must be undertaken.

During the past thirty years or
so, the Department of Inland Fisheries and Game has acquired some
23,500 acres of this "living space"
for wildlife by purchase, using a
large percentage of federal money,
and accepting gifts of lands and
flowage rights. Some private money
has also been donated to the Department for this purpose. However, the tempo of activity in the

Large upland tracts, as well as salt and fresh
marshes, are among the high priority habitat types to be acquired.
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real estate market has picked up
to the point where your Department
can no longer even begin to meet
its responsibilities to the people
of Maine. The land so far acquired
is not nearly enough to preserve
our wildlife heritage.
The Department has "carried the
ball" as best it could over the years
with the funding available to it, but
with its rising expenses for current
services and income enough to
barely cover
these
expenses.
there is little left for an investment
in the future. And that is exactly

l

what the acquisition of wildlife
"living space 1s-an investment
in the future for the citizens of
Maine.
This problem was presented to
the 106th Legislature and a request
made for $2,000,000 to start a
stepped-up program of acquisition
of needed wildlife lands. The request was made in the form of a
state bond issue called the "Maine
Inland Fisheries and Game Acquisition Fund" which would require a two-thirds vote of both
legislative branches as well as an

approval referendum vote of the
citizens of Maine.
The bill had its public hearing
before the Special Select Committee on Public Lands. Support for
it came from a number of prominent
individuals as well as many of
Maine's
leading
conservation.
CIVIC,
and sportsmens' organizations. There was no opposition.
So convinced of the merits of the
proposal was the Committee that
they not only supported it unanimously but also doubled
the
amount of financing from two to
four million dollars!
When considered by the full
legislature, the bill continued to
receive strong support. In fact, the
Senate voted unanimously in favor
of passing the bill. In the House of
Representatives, unanimous support was missed by just two "nay"
votes. The bond issue referendum
bill was signed into law by Governor Kenneth M. Curtis, and the
voters of Maine will have the opportunity to make the acquisition
fund a reality.
Plans for how the money would
be spent have not been finalized
to the point that we can be too
specific about locations and habitat
types, but certainly "valuable"
and "vulnerable" would be two key
words in acquisition decisions.
Top priority acquisitions would
certainly include those areas of
high value as wildlife habitat that
are in the path of "urban sprawl"
or are clearly vulnerable to some
other kind of land use not compatible with wildlife.
ITH THE APPROVAL of Maine
voters, places such as waterfowl nesting islands, large upland
tracts, and both salt and fresh
marsh can be protected for future
generations to enjoy. The future
of our wildlife heritage depends
to a large extent on what is done
now, and this will be squarely up
to the Maine voter, when the
Maine Inland Fisheries and Game
Acquisition Fund will be up for
referenclu 111. We urge your support.
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